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19) Paul Swanson, Foundations of T'len-T'Ai Philosophy: The Flowering of the Two Truths Theory in
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(Abstract)

A Study on the View of Mutual Identification of
Sengchao(f& %)

Kim, Hyun-Gu"

The purpose of this thesis is to deal with the problem of ‘mutual identification’(+d
gN) of Sengchao(fEZk, 384-414), as a transformed thought on the theory of ‘the
middle way’(sbi5) and  ‘the theory of two truth’(TEE4)  shown in
Malamadhyamakakarika. In short, this is an attempt to critically examine a view of
Sengchao which reflects Chinese Buddhist tradition, from the lens of Indian
Madhyamaka. Especially among the interpretive points of Sengzhao’s view, the targets
will be put on his interpretive trends, postulating a new idea that ‘neither existent nor
non-existent’(FEfJE4E) expressed as a negation of ‘existence’(#) and ‘non-existence’
(4%) is a ‘mutual identification(¥Hg]7)" indicating new things or emphasizing an aspect
of substance. It will be argued that this sort of interpretation can never be supported
from the Indian Madhyamaka's perspectives. Accordingly, it is necessary to explore the
underlying causes from which this controversy has been raised.

According to Swanson, the embers of these debate remains, since Sengchao
attempted to explain the ‘Paramartha Satya’, despite the fact that a metaphor of
‘neither existent nor non-existent’ is an inappropriate term to describe the theory of
two fold truth. To be more specific, if we admit the existence of ‘neither existent nor
non-existent’ too actively, there comes out a room for understanding it as a new
existence that can be indicated, separated from the ultimate truth’(EZ%) and
‘conventional truth’({A%). In some sense, it might be possible to consider a new
referent if we understand the traits of the ‘neither existent nor non-existent’ from the
approach of the next generation like Swanson. Yet, should we interpret the ‘Chao
Lun’(E&Zg), following the perspectives of Indian Madhyamkas, Sengcho's stance on

* CNU BK21PLUS, Research Professor
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mutual identification would be represented more clearly.

With this critical mind, this research compares the theory of two truth and the
mutual identification of Sengchao, following the Indian Madhyamaka tradition. In this
process, this study attempts to induce ideological similarities and differences between
these two traditions. For this, the idea of Sengchao's mutual identification will be seen
as a product of Chinese transformation of thought different from the view on the
middle path of Indian Madhyamaka.

According to Sengchao, ‘neither existent’ revealed as the ultimate truth and ‘nor
non-existent' as the conventional truth is mutually identified in the Paramartha Satya.
As Iy already points out, the fact that we find by the ‘empty’(2¥) or
‘negativeness’ is not a positive expression of new things, nor would be known by
means of dialectic process. After all, we are supposed to ask whether the thought of
Sengchao contains any controversial point of substance, or whether we have to keep
an eye on these interpretations of Sengchao. If there is no room for interpreting
‘neither existent nor non-existent’ as indicating some new things or emphasizing an
aspect of substance, this reading would be misleading.

Further, this research tried to analyze the origin of this innovative thinking of
Sengchao. He integrated the theory of postulating 'neither existent' as the ultimate truth
and ‘nor non-existent’ as the conventional truth following the principle of mutual
identification, which seems to be influenced by Pingala(75H: unknown) who
interpreted the theory of two truths and the middle different from those of
Malamadhyamakakarika.

This transformed understanding on the theory of two truths and the middle is also
found in Indian commentators. And this seems to be a phenomenon found in the
process of transforming Nagarjuna's idea of two truths and the middle which is based
on the teaching of Buddha(#9%t_5¥%),” to the idea of two truths based on object(#1%
—Ek). Accordingly, | suggest a new reading of ‘Chao Lun’ from the perspectives of
the middle way of Indian Madhyamaka.

Key Words: Mutual Identification(#Hg[), Pingala(75 H), Sengchao({&Zg), the Middle

Way(rhi#), the Theory of Two Fold Truth(—&:m)
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