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Shame as the driving force of the moral behavior

—-focused on the philosophy of Xunzi-

Jeong, Young Su

The purpose of this study is to clarify the moral function of the shame
centered on the philosophy of Xunzi In Xunzi philosophy, shame is passive
emotion and active emotion. First, passive shame is related to feelings of
dislike. This is called shame in terms of one’s circumstances(#V%). Xunz
uses passive shame to prevent the act from harming others by an
excessive desire. Next, Xunz argues that human beings can adjust their
innate basic desires to the social context through active shame. By
learning /(%) and yi(Z), humans have active shame. Sham associated
with ritual (BgH0) adjusts the desire fulfillment to the social context. Shame
associated with righteousness(3%%) acts as a courage to practice ritual to
human beings. In Xunz philosophy, shame acts as a driving force for
human beings to move in the path of learning and moral practice. In other

words, shame is the emotions of self-consideration and self-reflection.

(Key words) Xunz, Shame, Shame in terms of one's circumstances (%
1), Shame associated with ritual (B€4), Shame associated
with righteousness(F%&)
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